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BASILICATA HAS ROMANTIC BEACHES, PRESERVED-IN-TIME VILLAGES, 
LUSCIOUS CUISINE, UNFORGETTABLE WINE, AND THE HOTTEST BOUTIQUE 

HOTEL ON THE BOOT. GO THERE BEFORE EVERYONE ELSE DOES.

ITALY’S LAST  
UNDISCOVERED GEM

BY ONDINE COHANE

For all its charms, Italy can feel like the most 
familiar—or at least most traveled—place in 

Europe. But what if there was an under-the-
radar region that claims to have given the world 
orecchiette pasta? And what if it was also home 

to the Aglianico grapes that produce some of 
Italy’s finest full-bodied reds? You’d want to go 

there and sip espresso in a mountain town next 
to shepherds or lie beside azure waters. Well, it 

turns out there is a place like this: It’s called  
Basilicata, and it’s about the last spot where you 

can experience the pure, unspoiled dolce vita.

FLY INTO ROME, MILAN, OR NAPLES AND TAKE A SHORT FLIGHT TO THE AIRPORT IN BARI (ON A BUDGET AIRLINE LIKE EASYJET OR  
RYANAIR), THEN RENT A CAR FOR THE JUST-OVER-30-MILE TRIP TO MATERA. THE OTHER TOWNS ARE ALL WITHIN DRIVING DISTANCE.

GETTING THERE

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE

IT TAKES A VILLA:  
Le Grotte della Civita 

hotel in Matera, in  
eastern Basilicata.
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1. Palazzo Margherita,  
    Bernalda.  
2. L’Hotel in Pietra, Matera.   
3. A Maratea beach.
4. The city of Matera. 

IF YOU LOVE:  
IDYLLIC BEACHES 
MARATEA

VIBE: Way fewer tour-
ists than the Amalfi 
coast but just as 
transporting.
ESSENTIAL ACTIVITY: 
Explore the many 
coves around the port, 
but for the best bar-
and-sea combo, head 
to Cala Jannita for a 
black-volcanic-sand 
beach, emerald water, 
a small island within 
swimming distance, 
and a chic spot perfect 
for an Aperol spritz—
or two.
WHAT TO EAT: 
In the port area, the 
restaurant 1999 (Via 
Racia) has the best 
plate of spaghetti alle 
vongole you’ll ever 
have, while at nearby  
Il Giardino di Epicuro 
(39-0973-870-130), 
owner Michele show-
cases his handmade 
pastas—like ravioli 
stuffed with sausage, 
garlic, and herbs from 
his garden.
WHERE TO SLEEP: 
La Locanda delle 
Donne Monache  
(locandamonache.com) 

otherworldly sassi 
(caves) on your own—
it’s no wonder Mel  
Gibson shot a scene 
from The Passion of the 
Christ here—head to La 
Casa Grotta di vico Sol-
itario, a reconstructed 
home in the Sasso  
Caveoso area, for a 
brief history lesson 
about the lives of the 
former inhabitants..
WHAT TO EAT:  
The family-owned Il 
Cantuccio (39-0835-
332-090) has a five-
course tasting menu 
that is hard to beat, 
with dishes like house-
cured meats with 
seasonal vegetables, 
chicory-and-chickpea 
pasta, roast suckling 
pig, and a hazelnut tart.

was once the home of 
Maratea’s lucky nuns; 
now it’s a 27-room 
boutique hotel with a 
pool that has views  
of the historic city and 
secluded gardens.  

IF YOU LOVE: 
THE GREAT  
OUTDOORS
CASTELMEZZANO

VIBE: A medieval town 
in a secluded mountain 
pass atop a breathtak-
ing range of peaks.
ESSENTIAL ACTIVITY: 
A great starter hike,  
“Il Percorso delle Sette 
Pietre” includes a mu-
sic-and-art installation 
based on the stories 
of local witches. The 
more adventurous can 
brave a 1,312-foot-
high zip line between 
Castelmezzano and 
Pietrapertosa. For 
a different kind of 
adrenaline boost, try 
Luciano’s famously 
strong coffee.
WHAT TO EAT:  After 
a day of hiking, head 
to Becco della Civetta 
(beccodellacivetta.it) 
for tender local lamb, 
cacio-ricotta-stuffed 
ravioli, and a glass of 

WHERE TO SLEEP:  
Try one of the con-
verted cave hotels like 
Le Grotte della Civita 
(legrottedellacivita.com) 
or L’Hotel in Pietra  
(hotelinpietra.it); both 
have added luxe linens 
and stand-alone tubs 
to the prehistoric 
stone dwellings.

IF YOU LOVE: 
TOTAL RELAXATION
BERNALDA

VIBE: An authentic 
Italian village turned 
destination, thanks  
to a new hotel opened 
by the town’s favorite 
grandson, Francis  
Ford Coppola.
ESSENTIAL ACTIVITY:  
Grab one of the  

full-bodied Carato  
Venusio from the 
nearby Cantina di  
Venosa vineyards.
WHERE TO SLEEP:  
Request one of the ter-
race rooms overlooking 
the valley at the new 
La Locanda di Castro-
mediano hotel, located 
above the restaurant.

IF YOU LOVE: 
HISTORY & CULTURE 
MATERA

VIBE: A city frozen in 
time with incredible 
cave dwellings, some 
of which have been 
converted into atmo-
spheric restaurants 
and hotels.
ESSENTIAL ACTIVITY: 
After you wander the 

hotel’s courtesy bikes 
to explore Bernalda’s 
easy-to-navigate 
promenades that are 
oozing with charm, 
and be sure to stop 
for a lemon granita at 
the Azimut Café (110 
Corso Umberto). Suffer-
ing from wanderlust? 
It’s a short drive to the 
bucolic Alta Murgia  
national park and 
the exquisite town of 
Lecce, known as the 
south’s Florence.
WHAT TO EAT: After a 
drink at the property’s 
sidewalk Cinecittà Bar, 
where Bernalda’s resi-
dents join hotel guests 
for a sunset aperitivo, 
head next door to Al  
Vecchio Frantoio  
(39-0835-543-546)  
for seafood like grilled 
sea bass and grouper.
WHERE TO SLEEP: 
Coppola’s Palazzo 
Margherita (palazzo 
margherita.com) is the 
perfect mix of luxury 
and charm —eat at a 
communal table and 
get tips from the  
chef, or retreat to  
one of the nine unique 
rooms with original 
frescoes and huge 
custom beds.
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